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Anti-TNFo Treatment for Two Cases of Acute Generalized Exanthematous

Pustulosis Caused by Rhus Hypersensitivity

In-Sung Kim, Joo-Hee Kim, Eun-Jung Kang, Eun-Jung Jang, Hyeon-Jeong Jin, Hae-Sim Park, and Young-Min Ye

Department of Allergy & Rheumatology, Ajou University School of Medicine, Suwon, Korea

Acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis (AGEP) is characterized by the rapid occurrence of many sterile, nonfollicular
pustules on an edematous erythema accompanied by leucocytosis and fever. It is usually attributed to drugs, including herbal
medications such as rhus in Korea. We report two cases of AGEP due to rhus hypersensitivity treated with anti-tumor necrosis
factor (TNF)-o. The patients developed a generalized erythematous rash and edema, particularly on the face, with high fever and
leukocytosis several days after ingesting rhus chicken or contacting rhus extract. Following treatment with a systemic steroid, the
skin rash spread to the entire body and pustules arose on an edematous erythema. After stopping the systemic steroid and
administering a subcutaneous injection of Etanercept, the pustular rashes, fever, and edema improved within 4 days. These results
suggest that anti-TNF-o treatment may be effective for rapidly improving AGEP. (Korean J Med 2011;81:537-542)
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Figure 1. Acute edematous erythema followed by dozens of small nonfollicular sterile pustules on the face (A) and neck (B) of patient 1,
who was a 37-year-old female.
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Figure 2. This panel shows the clinical progression in the two patients. (1) indicates patient 1, who was a 37-year-old female, (2)
indicates patient 2, who was a 61-year-old male. (A) shows body temperature and the presence of pustulosis. (B) shows the trend in
neutrophil percentile and alkaline phosphatase (ALT) levels. § case (1) dexamethasone injection, 4 case (2) dexamethasone injection, B

case (1) Enbrel® 25 mg injection, & case (2) Enbrel® 25 mg injection.
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