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A case of head and neck rhabdomyosarcoma with pancreatic metastasis

JunHa Song, M.D.l, Jacho Jung, M.D.l, YongWon Choi, M.D.l, ChangJun Kang, M.D.l,
Mi Sun Ahn, M.D.l, JaeHo Han, M.D.Z, and Seok Yun Kang, M.D.'

Departments of IHematology Oncology and 2Pathology, Ajou University School of Medicine, Suwon, Korea

Rhabdomyosarcoma is a malignant tumor of mesenchymal origin. It is relatively common in childhood but relatively rare in
adults. Common primary sites are the head and neck, extremities, and genitourinary tract. Lung, bone, lymph node, and bone mar-
row are common metastasis sites. Histologically, it can be classified into embryonal, botryoid, alveolar, and pleomorphic
rhabdomyosarcoma. The alveolar subtype accounts for approximately 20%, and its prognosis is poor. The management of rhabdo-
myosarcoma usually involves a combination of surgery, radiotherapy, and chemotherapy. Metastatic pancreas rhabdomyosarcoma
is rare. We experienced a case of alveolar-type maxillary rhabdomyosarcoma that metastasized to the pancreas, and we report this
with a review of the literature. (Korean J Med 77:S411-S414, 2009)
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Figure 1. The pancreatic mass consisted of small round cells with
a high nucleus-to-cytoplasm (N/C) ratio that were separated into
alveoli by thin fibrovascular septa (H&E x400).
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Figure 2. This figure captured from abdominal CT scan showed
diffuse pancreatic enlargement and peripancreatic infiltration and
ill-defined low density mass in pancreatic head and uncinate
process (arrow).
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