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Abstract

Purpose: This study was aimed at exploring the
current status of graduate programs for an advanced
practice nurse(APN) to recommend future directions of
APN education. Methods: A total of 142 students
enrolled in seven APN specialty programs, 67
professors who were involved in APN education, and
nine nurse administrators participated in the study.
Data was collected by questionnaires and focus group
interviews. Results: The current definition of APN was
found not to be specific enough to represent expected
roles of APN in regards to knowledge, attitudes, roles,
and skills. Standard curricula employed regardless of
the area of APN specialty, lack of qualified clinical

practice settings, as well as prepared instructors were
found to be problematic. Conclusion: The following
needs to be addressed: 1. redefining of APN roles, 2.
tailoring specialty areas of APN, 3. consolidating
educational programs, and 4. ensuring APN role
models and faculty. Suggesting a CNS role in Korean
APN, areas of APN should be rearranged toclarify
their roles and educational programs need to be
further developed to meet the expectations and quality
of APNs. It is necessary to ensure APN's employment
in the health care system by laws and policies to
perform advanced nursing roles.

Key words : Advanced practice nurse, Educational
framework, Role
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<Table 1> Perceived rank of APN roles by students, professors, nurse administrators

) el Advanceldl nursing Educator Leader Researcher Consultant Cooperator
Subjects(n) practitioner
Student(142) 1 2 3 5 4 6
Professor(67) 1 2 5 4 6 3
Nurse administrator(9) 1 2 6 5 4 3

APN : Advanced Practice Nurse

<Table 2> Professors and nurse administrators reaction on the current clinical specialties of APN

Professor(n=67) * Nurse administrator*(n=9)
Field Need Not—Need Need Not—Need
n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%)
Home health 56(83.6) 7(10.4) 7(77.8) I(11.1)
Infection control 55(82.1) 5( 7.5) 8(88.9) 0
Gerontology 62(92.5) 3( 4.5) 7(77.8) 1(11.1)
Anesthesia 51(76.1) 10(14.9) 7(77.8) I(11.1)
Comm. health 38(56.7) 21(31.3) 7(77.8) I(11.1)
Industry nursing 43(64.2) 16(23.9) 6(66.7) 2(22.2)
Emergency care 54(80.6) 8(11.9) 8(88.9) 0
Mental health care 59(88.1) 3( 4.5) 8(88.9) 0
Hospice care 49(73.1) 11(16.4) 7(77.8) 1(11.1)
Critical care 55(82.1) 7(10.4) 8(88.9) 0
Oncology nursing 52(77.6) 9(13.4) 8(88.9) 0
Clinical nursing 20(29.9) 34(50.7) 5(55.6) 3(33.3)
Child health 53(79.1) 7(10.4) 8(88.9) 0

* No reponses were excluded
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<Table 3> Student's satisfaction with the curriculum & professor by field

Curriculum Professor
Field SES e Mol e Nursing professor  Medical professor Field manager
n(%) n(%)
Infection control(9) 7(77.8) 2(22.2) 3.00+.71 2.50+.53 3.25+.71
Gerontology(50) 30(60.0) 20(40.0) 3.15+.58 2.79+.67 2.72+.62
Emergency care(10) 8(80.0) 2(20.0) 3.70+.48 3.10+£.57 3.10+.57
Mental health care(12) 10(83.3) 2(16.7) 3.60+.52 2.80+.63 3.08+.51
Cricial care(39) 36(92.3) 3(71.7) 3.34+.53 2.97+.64 3.26+.72
Oncology nursing(14) 10(71.4) 4(28.6) 3.31+£.48 2.86+.53 2.93+47
Hospice care(7) 6(85.7) 1(14.3) 3.14+.69 2.43+.53 2.71+£.49
Total(141) 107(75.9) 34(24.1) 3.28+.58 2.84+.63 2.98+.66
® O] IE Hol FEIEo] MFwore] 5L 1HEsHH ¥ dELC
S poR FEAFWABC] g "o AA W = olfeA Heol lkn AHshEA EeleviEe] nE
Aol mgol B ALE 2AKE AikTable 4>, B AEDSAPE Srslok 3 R ohujekn Azkslel ol
T496.5%), HEIANE(96.5%), UAFFH(98.6%), HAETAF I o] AR Azt HEF o R v Flo] FUR= S F
T 9 WO6s%)S B B A AL Uglen A, Eopaw AETAY] olgel] Foakn Robsl 54
o1 sl i) g ool ABEel Egol HTh  E W #E8E AU AL 278 UTKTable 5>
I WIS AEIEAF A Bl AR (69.7%), HE
2(58.9%) 183 Ak (50.4%) s o]Qltk tEolEL 5 o VIS
A BEANE F nEAT @A Benol A WA A4 el sk SHYES) WSS AgAlze] Brke oA
ATk I A AFo Ugel disiAe #EHFe Aol 24
WSk AR of® Wil oja] AR e W AReF Afow A & AL ereAd ws
<Table 4> Student's reactions about need and usefulness by the courses subjects (n=142)

Need Usefulness for practicex*
Courses Need Not—Need Useful Not—useful
n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%)
Nursing theory 118(83.1) 22(16.9) 52(36.6) 90(63.4)
Nursing research 137(96.5) 5( 3.5) 63(44.7) 78(55.3)
Patho-physiology 137(96.5) 5( 3.5) 83(58.9) 58(41.1)
Clinical pharmacology 140(98.6) 2( 1.4) 71(50.4) 70(49.6)
APN role and policy for APN 137(96.5) 5( 3.5) 99(69.7) 43(30.3)

* No reponses were excluded

<Table 5> Professors and nurse administrator's opinion about APN's curriculums

Main area Professor Nurse administrator
Curricular - Differentiate core courses of APN from graduate school - Need advanced nursing knowledge
- No differences between expert nurse and APN
- No differences between BSN and APN
Theory and - Variety of core courses among specialty areas - Theory focused lecture for not enough practice settings
practice - Uniform curriculum is not helpful for these students - Content of APN practice is not clear enough
who have had various clinical experiences - Gaps between theory and practice
- Certain level of educational outcomes can not see - Levels of practice settings can not meet for the APN
expected for the readiness of the schools education
Professor - Physicians' teaching is not satisfactory for their lack of - Professors are not certified to APN
readiness understand APNs
Preceptor - Not enough preceptors - No role models of APN
readiness - Lack of collaboration between physicians and nurses on - No orientation to APN among physicians that lead to

the units
Not clear roles between PAs and APNs

careless clinical instruction
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<Table 6> Student's reactive about preceptor

Characteristics Category n(%)
Type of preceptor* Nursing professor 32( 25.2)
Nurse 85( 66.9)
Physicians 66( 52.0)
Field 87( 68.5)
Cognition for APN course Recognize 105( 84.0)
Not-recognize 20( 16.0)
Total 125(100.0)
Readiness of APN course Enough 99( 75.0)
Not-enough 33( 25.0)
Total 132(100.0)

* multiple choice available; % by 127 respondent
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