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Fig. 1. Three and 4 mm sized two black - brown
colored round immobile plagues were seen
in the peritoneal dialysis catheter lumen.
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Fig. 2. Transection view of the immobile black
plague in peritoneal dialysis catheter lu-
men (located in near the titanum adaptor).
Plague could not be removed by forceps.

Fig. 3. Clumps of branched and septated hyphae
(periodic acid-Schiff X400).
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Fig. 4. Transection of the peritoneal dialysis cath-
eter. There was firmly attached plague on
catheter lumen that cannot be removed by
forceps.
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A
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Fig. 5. Sabouraud dextrose agar showing whitsh brown colonies (B) and black pigment

on reverse side (A).

Fig. 6. Microscopic finding showing club-shaped
conidia which have the horizontal and trans-

verse septa (Lactophenol cotton blue stain,
x200).
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= Abstract =

A Case of Visible Alternaria spp.
Colonization on Peritoneal Dialysis
Catheter without Peritonitis in a
CAPD Patient

Do Hyun Shin, M.D., Sang Mi Ahn, M.D.
Sun-Gyo Lim, M.D., Hee Seon Jeong, M.D.
Myung Seong Kim, M.D., Gyu-Tae Shin, M.D.
Wee Gyo Lee, M.D.", Hyunee Yim, M.D."
Hae Ryun Kil, R.N." and Heungsoo Kim, M.D.

Department of Nephrology, Anatomic Pathology 7
and Laboratory Medicine,
Ajou Universitiy School of Medicine, Suwon, Korea

Visible fungal colonization on peritoneal dialysis
catheter is a rare complication and it was not re-
ported yet in Korea. We here report a case of
Alternaria spp. colonization on peritoneal dialysis
catheter without peritonitis. A 58-year-old man on
continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis for 2 years,
noticed 3-4 mm sized two black-brown immobile
fungal colonization plaque on peritoneal catheter lu-
men (15 cm distal from catheter exit site). The di-
alysate effluent was clear and culture for fungus and
bacteria was negative. Peritoneal catheter was re-
moved and culture from the plaque revealed sapro-
phytic fungus, Alternaria species. The catheter re-
moval alone was sufficient for the treatment. He is
on hemodialysis thereafter. (Korean J Nephrol 2004;
23(3):523-527)

Key Words : Fungal colonization, Alternaria, Peri-
toneal dialysis catheter
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