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Delinquent behavior is known as situation specific skill deficits in solving social problems. This study
examined the difference in problem solving skills between juvenile delinquents (N=31) and nondelinquents
(N=28) in social conflict situations. The social problems varied depending on the interpersonal context of
conflict with peers, teachers, and parents and on the intent of the others in confiict such as ambiguous
frustration and hostile provocation. There was a significant difference in the number of alternative solutions
generated by subjects with general intelligence covaried out. Delinquents had a different pattern of solving
social conflict situation problems: Delinquents were likely to employ more physical and verbal aggression
in conflict with peers and others hostile intent; to adopt more negative direct action with teachers and
in frustration; and to propose fewer verbal assertive solutions for hostile teacher situations. Nondelinquents
tended to produce more noncofrontative or compromising solutions in peer conflicts and during frustration;
and to employ more verbal assertion with teacher conflicts and during frustration. However, reasoning ability
in the noncoflict situations activated by script knowledge was not significantly different between the two
groups. Implications are that cognitive interventions with adolescent offenders might take into consideration
the situational factors in problem-solving skills. (Ajou Med J 1998; 3(1): 54~ 61)
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Table 1. Comparison of inteflegent coefficient and number of alternative solutions

a3y A< (N=31)
B (EFHAR

A A (N=28)
HE (EEHA)

AR HHEA 2 < 977 (421) 1384 ( 5.77) 279
HF AFALF 86.48 (7.69) 98.22 (15.12) 3.64
«»P <0.01, =P <0.001
Table 2. Frequency of solutions according to the content categories

9 &= Frustration Hostile
o 4 = A = = H A4 * R
A E-C E-C E-C E-C E-C E-C
HS 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 1 1 0 2
NC 15 32+ 0 7 1 2 3 7 9 5 2 5
PAG 2 6 0 0 0 0 A 16 0 0 0 0
VAG 1 1 0 0 0 1 29 10+ 0 2 0 0
C 5 18+ 1 2 1 3 1 0 0 0 1 2
B 0 3 2 3 6 ) 3 0 0 0 1 2
VAS 18 19 1 12+ 8 6 6 8 27 44+« 26 23
VAS- 3 0 4 7 9 17 0 5 8 8 7 10
DA 3 1 27 24 14 13 0 1 0 0 2 1
DA~ 3 3 16 2* 10 14 1 6 3 0 3 5

E: Delinquents, C: Nondelinguents, HS: Help-Seeking, NC: Non-Confrontation, PAG: Psysical Aggression, VAG: Verbal Aggression,
C: Compromise, B: Barganing, VAS: Verbal Assertion, VA-: Negative Verbal Assertion, DA: Direct Action, DA-: Negative Direct Action:

+<0.10 0¢ test)
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Table 3. Comparison of mean score of subscales from intelligence test

23y Ak (N=31)
B (EFAA)

A A (N=28)
B (EFEARD)

A7 &5 39.09 (30.06)
A 7o 2075 (2.72)
o F2) 24.93 (16.15)
CEa 34.09 (2353)
e Fe 30.09 (24.95)
a7 Y 32.38 (18.81)
A F2 31.38 (17.19)
o139 33.24 (24.68)
27 A7 38.76 (33.53)

20.59 (10.71) —320 =
35.29 (24.85) 233 +
56.37 (29.18) 4.97 »xx
4422 (31.31) 1.38
56.81 (31.34) 3.48 #x+
55.11 (32.28) 321
58.33 (27.15) 4.44
56.18 (32.24) 306 =
55.49 (36.00) 1.83

*P<0.05. »P<0.01. ~+P <0.001
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