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| Abstract |

n spite of a refined classification on the functioning or disability accredited by World Health

Organization (WHO, 2001), explicit concepts or definitions of health, disablement and its
related terminologies of impairment, disability, handicap, activity limitation and participation
restriction are generating considerable confusion in Korea. It is very important to understand the
new concepts of these different changing terms in all health related fields. International Statistical
Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10) has reported diagnosis or
mortality statistics, but the report did not cover the health status of living populations or
information about non-fatal health outcomes. In order to rectify this situation, WHO developed a
new tool for the classification of the consequences of disease, namely the International
Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps (ICIDH) in 1980. Following several
revisions, WHO announced the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health
(ICF) in 2001, which was not based on a medical or a social model, rather on bio-psycho-social
and interactive model. WHO recommend the use of the two different classifications to provide
relevant and updated information on diagnosis of disease (s) with ICD-10 and also on
assessment of functioning or disability with ICF.
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Figure 1. Demension of the consequences of disease (ICIDH).
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Table 1. Changes of terms for each level in different organizations

Levels of reference for impact of disability

Terms used by Cells/tissue Organ Person Social External barriers
WHO (1980) Disease Impairment Disability Handicap
IOM* (1991) Pathology Impairment Functional limitation Disability
NCMRR* (1993) Patho - physiology Impairment Functional limitation Disability Social limitation
WHO (2001) ICD-10 Impairment Activity limitation Participation Barriers
restriction (Environmental
factors)

Disability

*|OM: U.S. Institue of Medicine; *
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Figure 2. Interactions between the components of ICF (From ICF, 2001).
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Changing Concepts and Classifications of Disablement

Table 2. International classification of functioning, disability and health (ICF)-categories included in the brief ICF core set for stroke
(percentage of experts willing to include the named category in the brief ICF core set. 50% represent a preliminary cut- off).

ICF component % ICF code ICF category title
Body functions 100 b110 Consciousness functions
86 b114 Orientation functions
82 b730 Mucle power functions
75 b167 Mental functions of language
50 b140 Attention functions
Body structures 100 s110 Structure of brain
Activities and participation 100 d450 Walking
100 d330 Speaking
93 d530 Toileting
68 d550 Eating
50 d510 Washing oneself
Environmental factors 93 e310 Immediate family

Modified with permission from (13).
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